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Professional Education and Career-Development

Support at Private Universities (1)

—Comparative Analysis of Student Surveys at Four Universities—

Koh IWATA

This article aims to discuss the relationships between professional education and career-
development support including career education based on the data of the “Survey on Careers and
Employment of University Students” which targeted students at four universities in the Kansai
area. Especially, this article focuses on clarifying challenges that face middle-ranking private uni-
versities like ours. We are going to report on the analytical findings over several instances, and
examine in this article 1) students’ awareness at the time of university entry and their conscious-
ness of university education and college life and 2) their expectations about employment.

The analysis we conducted this time clarified the following points:

1) Regarding students’ awareness at the time of university entry and their consciousness of
university education and college life, those enrolled at universities that are easy to enter
have a tendency to expect to acquire practical knowledge and skills while those enrolled
at competitive universities tend to expect to acquire versatile knowledge and skills;

2) As for expectations about employment, students enrolled at universities that are easy to
enter have more specific ideas and tend to make decisions at an earlier point.

These findings suggest that in order to satisfy the expectations of students, universities that
are easy to enter need to make strong efforts in practical professional education. On the other
hand, competitive universities can satisfy the expectations of their students by enhancing their
highly applicable basic skills while conducting academic professional education. Middle-ranking
universities like ours, falling between those two types, are facing extreme difficulty in character-
izing their professional education.



