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This course will focus on developing vocabulary, along with the four skills of reading, listening, speaking,
and writing under a communication context. The main goal of this class is for students to gain confidence
and feel comfortable expressing themselves in English on various topics ranging from travel, traditions
around the world, to the latest current events. Group discussions will focus on contents from the textbook,
and include global issues, business English, and other cultural information as well. In addition to developing

English skills, I hope students will become more aware about world cultures and events.

[+ B]
Present Yourself Level 2 Viewpoints, 2nd edition
Steven Gershon

Cambridge University Press
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The main goal of the class is to give students the chance to enjoy English conversation together in small groups of
3-4 members each. I will participate in each of the group conversations for about 15-20 minutes. I will be available
to answer any English questions but the emphasis is always on communication. This is not a grammar class.

Each week I will offer a menu of 3-4 topics to choose from. These will be mostly related to life in Japan,
current topics of interest in Japan and local and international news. The students will vote on which topic
looks the most interesting and the biggest vote getter will be chosen as the topic for the next week's class.
On the Saturday before the next class I will email to all class members some information or article related
to the topic. This is not homework but simply an option for those who feel they need more background
information about the topic. I will also send a list of optional discussion questions related to the topic.

If there is enough time, each group, with assistance from me, will write their findings on the white board
and we will discuss these all together.

Last year we were very lucky to have a very interesting, well informed and cheerful group of participants so
the 90 minutes always went by very quickly.

[+ X B] No textbook
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