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B The lecturer formerly worked in the central government The lecturer formerly joined diplomatic mission to an
for research on the Asian economy and ODA ASEAN country.
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2 This course is designed to introduce you to the basic understanding on frequently-discussed important economic topics in Japan with relevant economic
E- 3 theories and data which are useful for these discussions. The course structure is, (1) the current economic situation in Japan, (2) structural problems in
' the Japanese economy, and (3) Japan's strategy towards Asian countries (ASEAN in particular) and their interrelation.

BE Students' level of proficiency in English does not matter very much in attending the class sessions.

g The course aims at developing overseas exchange students' (of course regular Japanese and non-Japanese students' participation is welcomed) ability in:
(€] (1) Acquiring basic knowledge in economic affairs in Japan and Asia which are well-known and referred often in the current discussion among Japanese.

=) (2) Knowing analytical tools (both economic and non-economic) which are, and should be, used in the discussions.

B (3) Participating in debates or discussions on current economic affairs, regardless of their major in their home-country university.
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N Introduction of the course: Overview of the economic affairs in Japan and Asia.

20 Situation of the Japanese economy: Overview with macroeconoimc data.

£53[a] Situation of the Japanese economy: Wasy of measuring and comparing economic situations with GDP data.
4[] Economic problems for Japan: Microeconomic (=structural).

£55[a] Lost decades: Japan's case

£56[a] Long-lasting deflation in Japan: Is deflation (low inflation) good for the (Japanese) economy?
£7(E] Structural issues for the Japanese economy - assessment by the OECD -

238[m| Structural reforms: What should be re-formed for the Japanese economy?

29[ Japan’s fiscal problems: Causes, Future prospect and Reforms.

2510 Japan's fiscal reforms: Consumption tax rate hikes or rises in pension premium for sustained pension system?

211 Japan's international competitiveness adn regulatory reforms: focusing on labour market reforms.

212 South-East Asia as the centre of economic growth for the world.

2513 US-China economic conflicts and its consequences on the Japanese and ASEAN economy — approach from international political economy
14 Connectivity in the ASEAN: Process of establishing the Asia-Pacific huge economic region and change caused by US-China economic conflict

2515 Other important topics (for example, "Japan’s policy framework for economic security” was taught in 2025).
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[LR— k] (Reports) = (1)after-class assignments (around 8 times = 40%) and (2)your answers to mini quizzes and surveys asuked during class

sessions (almost every class session = 20%).

X % Sl 0 75 .
% (axy [$%8 ] (Exam) = End-term examination will not be imposed but end-term "assignment” (i.e. Questions will be cast in the final class session,
ll‘ ) which you have to answer within a few days = 25%).
[Z o] (Others) = your active participation in every class sessions (15% = your record of submission of "Reports (2)" will be positively assessed
here). Note that your score for "Others" you gain during the course will be zero if you will fail in submitting the end-term assignment.
&
# Indicated in each class session.
TR Preparation: Althoug necessaery economic theories will be taught during the relevant class sessions, your accumulation of basic understanding in micro-
0P
rUE and macroeconomics theories will definitely give you an advantage to understand the topics more easily. In addition, your daily effort of checking relevant
wew news articles to each topic will brighten your awareness of the problems taught in the classes.
24
DT Review: Handouts are provided in each class session (sometimes with blanks). The students are advised to fill the blanks during the class sessions and
I~
s check the meaning of important terms and theories (all of them may not be explained enough only within the class sessions).
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