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Social Workers in Senior High Schools:

Realities and Challenges in Osaka

YASUHARA Yoshiko

A growing number of children and adolescents encounter a variety of problems in their
formative years such as family abuses, neglects, school bullying, and economic poverty.
Their refusing to go to school is considered another social issue. To help address such
challenges, school social workers provide social services at elementary and junior high
schools. Yet, some students proceed to senior high school with their problems still
unresolved. Because of this, the demands for school social workers and their services in
senior high schools, as well, are on a rise. In order to grasp the needs for and actual
utilizations of school social workers, we collected data from Osaka prefectural senior high
schools and special-needs schools. The data show that 28.5% of these schools already use
the services provided by school social workers and that 61.8% wish to utilize their services
if possible. The findings suggest the need for increased budgeting for and securing of school
social workers as resources at the high school level. The public-school administration should
be aware of the urgent needs of social workers at senior high schools. The administration
should more widely promote and employ school social workers and their services in senior
high school settings.



