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Acquisition of Land Ownership by Sefukuji Temple on

Mount Makio During Japan's Transition to Modern Times

SHIMADA Katsuhiko

Sefukuji Temple on Mount Makio in Izumi, the southern part of Osaka named Senshu
Region, is a traditional issan temple, which is a collection of sub-temples and monks in
one location. This paper elucidates how Sefukuji Temple acquired the land ownership
recognized by the state of Japan in the transition to modern times. The study focuses
on the following two processes. The first is how the spatial structure of the mountain
and the sub-temples were connected to the complex legal structure. They were partly
subjected to mountain land tax and partly exempt from tax as the estate of a temple.
These were approved under the early modern feudal system; thus, we understand these
factors as the historical premises of the transition period to modernity. The second is
to clarify specific ways that the temple responded to the Meiji government’s land policy
that developed from the disposition, or confiscation by the government, of the estates of
temples and shrines to the land tax reform. This paper first explains that it is possible
to understand the complex legal structure of the mountain in the modern era according
to its spatial structure represented in the “Picture Map of Mt. Makio.” Second, it shows
that the two stages, which led to the acquisition of land ownership by the temple in the
modern era, correspond to the spatial structure of the mountain. Finally, it presents how
Sefukuji Temple researched its own historic documents to examine its relationship with
the land and the surrounding area since the early modern era, and how they utilized that

information to construct an argument to demand land ownership from the government.

Keywords: Sefukuji Temple on Mount Makio, land ownership, spatial structure,
the disposition of the estates, land tax reform
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