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What we can see from the three-year trajectory

of our “Common Test”

ARAKI Eiichi
IDA Norikazu
YANE Shinji

The economics faculty at Momoyama Gakuin University has been administering a
common economics test every January since the fiscal year 2019. The examinees are all
faculty students in their third or fourth year, and the test aims to assess how well they
understand economics. The scores of this test do not count toward regular course credit,
and the percentage of students who take it has always been around 50%.

After analyzing its results in conjunction with students’ official academic records (regular
course grades), we obtained the following two propositions.

(1) Almost no correlation exists between the scores in any pair of subjects in the 2019
and 2020 common tests, which cover 12 subjects, For example, there is no tendency for
students who perform well in “Mathematics” to perform well in “Microeconomics,” or for
students who perform well in “Macroeconomics” to perform well in “Japanese Economy”
or “Economic Policy”. This appears to indicate a lack of coordination among related
subject groups in our faculty’s curriculum, or a lack of coordination from the basic to the
applied level.

(2) The questions on the 2021 common test are limited to three required/compulsory
subjects (“Microeconomics,” “Macroeconomics,” and “Marxian Economics”). Using linear
regressions of the “forgetting curve”, we discovered that the time elapsed since the
student earned credits for required subjects significantly negatively affected common test
scores. This could imply that students forget the content of required subjects they once
learned as time passes. Students may forget because they do not have the opportunity
to recall the content of the required subjects after taking them. That is, the content of
required subjects is not applied in other upper-level courses.

The results of this common test have no bearing on the official regular course grades,
which may have weakened the students’ motivation. However, we believe our findings
are far from trivial, and such analysis is, as far as we know, uncommon. Furthermore,
we suspect that such problems can be found not only in our faculty, but also, to
varying degrees, in economics departments of many other Japanese universities where

mathematics is impeding students’ learning, and some contrasting economic ideas of the
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Austrian school, Monetarism, Keynesian economics, and Marxian economics are mixed.

In any case, our analysis may be insufficient, and a more comprehensive analysis will be
required. In future studies, we would like to analyze the data in conjunction with the data
on entrance examinations, the data of the success or failure of job-hunting activities, and
the results of our new student survey (E-folio).

Keywords: Curriculum in economics, Common test, Connections between subjects,
Forgetting curve, Quality assurance in university education



