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Southern Osaka:
The Cradle of Japanese Buddhism (6)

UMEYAMA Hideyuki

Gyoki (f72£), who was born in Izumi, currently a city in the southern part of Osaka
Prefecture in Japan, became a bonze at Yakushi-ji temple (GERfis:). It was in this temple
that he studied and mastered Yuga-Yuishiki (FgfliME#%), the most highly developed
Buddhist philosophy - and the most arduous to learn. Not satisfied with himself as a
learning bonze in the closed monastery, however, he went out into the world to engage in
missionary work and to strive to participate in various social contributions honoring the
altruistic principle of Mahayana Buddhism. He gathered many devotional collaborators
around him. He constructed bridges over rivers and harbors, dug reservoirs and irrigation
canals, and built many lodging houses for poor travelers, some of which still exist as
Buddhist temples. Herein, we trace the remnants of the works of Gyoki, in particular those
located in Izumi, Osaka. The toponym of Fukai (%H:) is supposed to have originated
from Akai (F§M13f) which was dug by Gyoki as an offering of sacred water (B9l =aqua)
to Buddha. Fukai still has Doto (13 =earth stupa), which is covered with tiles and has
names of Gyoki's followers engraved on its surfaces. Much attention and pondering should
be given to the fact that a half of those on the engraved list of follower names are women.

Keywords: Gyoki, Japanese Buddhism, Mahayana Buddhism, Osaka, history






