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Development and Issues of Japan's Agricultural, Forestry,

Fishery and Food Products Export to Hong Kong

OSHIMA Kazutsugu
LIANG Yuening

This joint research project (22 Ren 289), entitled “Research on the Revitalization of
Regional Industries Utilizing Overseas Food Exhibitions: Export Promotion of Regional
Brands and Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration,” is a research project that
focuses on regional development through the expansion of exports of Japanese agriculture,
rural villages, and local communities to Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, and other countries, as
one way to overcome the severe economic and social environment facing Japan. As one
of the measures to overcome the severe economic and social environment facing Japan's
agricultural, rural, and regional communities, we are focusing on regional development
through the expansion of exports of Japanese agricultural, forestry, and fishery
products and foods to Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, and other countries as our central
research theme. Specifically, research has been conducted on the promotion of exports
of agricultural, forestry, marine, and fishery products and foods through promotional
activities utilizing the large-scale food exhibition (Food Expo Hong Kong) held in Hong
Kong every summer.

As is well known, Japan's agriculture, forestry, and fisheries industries are in a difficult
situation due to declining gross agricultural output, the number of farmers selling their
products, and the amount of arable land, as well as a decrease in the agricultural labor
force.

Under these circumstances, the Japanese government, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries, and prefectures are strengthening the sales expansion of Japanese food
and Japanese agricultural, forestry, and fishery products and foods in overseas markets,
especially exports, as an important means of increasing the sales value of Japanese
agriculture and expanding opportunities for new farming under the strategy of “aggressive
agriculture, forestry, and fishery industry” for the purpose of achieving so-called “profitable
agriculture”. In particular, the expansion of exports is actively supported.

While a significant increase in consumption of agricultural, forestry, and marine
products and foods in Japan is not expected, a major issue is how to link the growing
demand for Japanese food overseas to exports of agricultural, forestry, and marine
products and foods from Japan to China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and other foreign countries,
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and to promote the strengthening of sales of domestically produced agricultural, forestry,
and marine products and foods.

Therefore, the purpose of this joint research is to analyze the current status and
challenges of exports of agricultural, forestry, fisheries, and fishery products and foodstuffs,
and to identify what strategies should be implemented to enable more successful
development of exports to Hong Kong and other countries in the future, as well as the
development of local agriculture and the local economy. In addition, as will be discussed
later in this study, the factors that will be examined in this study include the fact that
Hong Kong has been a major destination for Japan's exports of agricultural, forestry,
fisheries, and food products to Hong Kong for a long time, and that the Japanese food
industry, especially the food service industry, has been actively expanding its operations
in Hong Kong, and the overseas expansion of Japan's food industry, This is because
Hong Kong has become an important base for the overseas expansion of the agriculture,
forestry, and fisheries industries.



