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Industrial Heritage in Sado County, Niigata Prefecture

Kuniyuki SHOYA
Wataru NOJIRI
Akira OITA

Our research project team is going to research the conservation of Japan’s industrial !
heritage. In September of 1999, we surveyed gold and silver mining at Sado Island in Niigata
Prefecture in the following manner. (a) We have presented a report on the industrial heritage
preservation action in that region. (b) Mr. Nojiri has described the industrial history of
modernization in Niigata Prefecture except for Sado Island. (c) Mr. Oita has conducted a
comparative study between World Heritage cultural sites and mo‘numents and the industrial
heritage in Sado Island. He focused on a comparison with the Bergsland Ecomuseum, Sweden,
where the Engelsberg iron mill, which is inscribed on the World Heritage List, is exhibited.

The results of our surveys indicate that Sado Island is a potential candidate for World
Heritage nomination.
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