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The United Nations System of Protecting Human Rights and
the Rights of Indigenous Women

Keiko KARUBE

This paper reviews the United Nations system of protecting human rights from its establishment with
special emphasis to the international instruments concerning racial discrimination including discrimina-
tion against indigenous people, and discrimination against women. Then it points out that these two
fields of human rights have certain relations; racial discrimination affects discrimination against women,
and indigenous women’s rights require special attention to be promoted. The paper states that the cur-
rent human rights system lacks treaties specializing indigenous people and that victims, in order to seek
remedies, have to choose between the exisiting treaties: The International Covention on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women. In July 2003, at its 29th session, the Commitee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, a monitoring body for the U.N. Women’s Convention, considered the 4th and 5th periodic re-
ports submitted by the Japanese government. In its concluding observation, the Committee asked for
more detailed information concerning minority women in Japan, while expressing concerns for the lack
of data in its 4th and 5th periodic reports. The paper concludes that more collaboration is needed be-
tween the two international instruments in order to promote minority women’s rights more vigorously.
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