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A Study of the Song “Mosi mosi Kame yo”

Hideya YaMmakawa

This paper is a secondary product which was spun off accompanied
with my study of Zeno of Elea’s paradoxes against motion. Zeno’s second
paradox among the four famous arguments against motion is called by
Aristotle (Physics Z 9, 239b15-18) simply “the so-called Achilles.” How-
ever, according to Simplicius the commentator the Achilles was so called
‘because of the introduction into it of Achilles, who cannot possibly over-
take the tortoise he is pursuing.” (Simplicius, 1013. 31) But, why did tor-
toise make its appearance all of a sudden? Why is it the case that Achil-
les’ rival is no other than a tortoise?

My paper ‘Zeno's Second Paradox against Motion, the Achilles’ is a
solution to this problem. And this paper is by-produced through my
Aesop-study concentrated on “Tortoise and Hare” which is included in
the Augustana Recension whose primary source is possibly the Aesopia, the
first collection of Aesopic fables published by Demetrius of Phalerum in
the end of the fourth century or in the beginning of the third century
B.C.
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