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1850 The Institutional Tradition
1900
1950 ﬁfommunity Tradition
2000
Separation Special Participation
lives
_— >
e

Ericsson, Kent. (2002), P156

M#E6 AYx—FUIIBIT5H200% K- kDILRED

Table: A comparison between the two traditions of support
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Disability Services in Crisis:
An Analysis of the Services and

Support for Persons with Disabilities Act

Katsufumi MATSUNOHANA

This paper discusses issues related to the Services and Support for Persons with Disabilities
Act. The Act was passed in October 2005 by the Japanese Diet and went into effect in April 2006.

The Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare introduced this Act with the intention of improving
the financial basis of the disability services. The establishment of the Act has, however, placed
the service system in a critical situation.

First, the increase of service expenditures places additional financial strain on individuals and
their families. In addition, most of the institutions and group homes are facing financial difficul-
ties. Furthermore, the restructuring of the services causes displacement of present service
users, and sometimes even loss of a place to live.

Therefore, together with the existing budget deficit in Japan, it is unbelievable that supporting
persons with disabilities would place an unbearable financial burden even on the economy of a su-
perpower such as Japan. The Act will create more problems than it will solve. Japanese society

needs a different direction and policy.



