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Topography of Goto and Nagasaki

on Intercultural Communication

Jun TOYAMA

The Archipelago of Goto lies west of Nagasaki and east of the East China Sea. Goto was once
believed by the people of Miyako (Old Capital) to be the place where one could see the deceased
because the islands were located westernmost of Japan, in other words, they were closest to the
Amida’s Pure Land in the west.

Many people sailed from this place for China to study Buddhism and the advanced civilisation
of the continent. Included were priests like Kukai and Saicho, who founded the basis of Japanese
Buddhism after they returned to the Japanese soil.

The sea of Goto and Nagasaki was then occupied by international traders, Japanese, Koreans,
Chinese, even some Portguese, many of whom were pirates called “wako” by Chinese. They
brought guns to Japan.

Christianity was also brought to Japan in the mid-16th century. A Jesuit Francisco de Xavier
arrived in Kagoshima. He soon started missionary work in Hirado, a northern island of Nagasaki.
It all started from here protracted bloody battles with the Western culture. This was Japan’s first
encounter with Christianity and Western thought. The battles spreaded widely in Japan. Feudal
lords were more interested in trading business than the Western religion. The oppression be-
came violent in the early 17th century and more than 4000 Catholic devotees were tortured and
killed. All Fathers were deported overseas.

The Sea of Goto was the sea of whale fishery, too. The Archipelago was once well known for
catching whales. Whaling was the chief industry here for many centuries. However, it has fallen
into a rapid decline. An overwhelming number of whalers from America and Europe soon drove
Japanese boats out of the region of Goto and Nagasaki.

People of Nagasaki seem to be enjoying the mixed atmosphere of their culture, partly Chinese,
partly Western, blended into the indigenous Japanese.
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