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Role and Challenges Regarding a Social Work Practice Seminar
in Training Education for Certified Social Welfare Workers

—Examination based on Interviews of Instructors—

MARUYAMA Hiroko

In 1987, a law was established, making it obligatory for those who wish to work as a certified
social welfare worker to have the relevant national qualification. Accordingly, the curriculum
necessary for eligibility for taking the national qualification examination was created. Included in
the new law’s designated subjects was a social welfare support skill seminar. Since then, there
has been wide agreement of the importance of the seminar in the field of training education for
certified social welfare workers. However, while the syllabus and teaching points are provided,
sufficient consideration has not been given to the most effective form and specific contents of the
seminar. This causes instructors to teach by trial and error, and struggle to attain better
organization of their seminar program.

Moreover, following amendment of the law in 2007, the curriculum was revised with focus on
improvement of the seminar and practical exercise.

The purpose of this paper is to reflect the preparations for the new curriculum into our
university’s systemization and reorganization of its educational programs. To do this, based on
interviews of seven instructors at five universities who are actually engaged in a social work
practice skill seminar about the actual situation of the seminar education, this paper explores the
role and challenges of the seminar in training education for certified social welfare workers.



