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A New College English Curriculum:
A Proposal

NAKAI Noriaki

I suggest in this article that the university should adopt a systematic English curriculum of
content-based instruction. Students actually audit MITOCW and MOOCS undergraduate courses
and English teachers at the university help them audit the courses with our originally prepared
materials.

For reading I suggest two ways of reading, macro and micro reading. Macro reading follows
authors’ ideas by reading abstracted articles and books. Micro reading is the reading of sentences
from textbooks sorted according to the frequency of the vocabulary in each sentence. Although
it is called Micro reading, it is intended to help both reading for students not accustomed to go
beyond words and sentences, and for their writing and speaking model expressions. Students
coming into the university are not daring enough in reading in English to go into chapters and
books; series of sentences and paragraphs are intimidating to them. Sentences should be an ap-
propriate length for them, and they will read sentences individually and guess the situational
meaning in the chapter or the textbook: for example, is the sentence used as one of the reasons
or causes or examples in the paragraph it belongs to? Students are expected to get models of ex-
pression, and from the numerous sentences bound together before them they can perceive and
learn a usable expressive pattern.

For writing and speaking we provide students with Essential Expressions in English for College
Life. Expressions are sorted according to situations and tailored for the university and are ex-
pected to help students in all situations at the university.

In all the courses they take or audit here or on the Internet, they will write papers and practice
speaking in various forms, from individual interviews, class discussions, short presentations and
others.

English teachers offer critical reading and writing courses both in English and Japanese and
will cover all of the courses in liberal arts education for the first year.



