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Migration of the Sumbanese to the Island of Bali, Indonesia

KOIKE Makoto

This is the second report on the “Project for Developing Cultural Cooperation between Japan
and Indonesia,” which was conducted from 2010 to 2012. The aim of this paper is to elucidate
domestic mobility in modern Indonesia, focusing on the Sumbanese working on the island of Bali.
Historically, the Sumbanese have been a less mobile ethnic group than the Savunese and
Rotinese in the Province of East Nusa Tenggara. However, in addition to Sumbanese students
leaving for other islands to acquire a higher education, since the 2000s, Sumbanese men have
migrated to Bali to work for small-scale factories and as security guards because there are few
available jobs in Sumba. On Sundays, they gather at a Christian church in Sesetan, which serves
as a nodal point of their ethnic network. Though they live far from their native villages, they have
to obey the local customs related to marriage and exchange. In addition, Sumbanese women have
migrated to Bali, mainly serving as domestic workers. As Balinese women are no longer willing
to work as domestic workers, agencies in Bali are recruiting women from Sumba and other
islands in East Nusa Tenggara. Due to working in Bali, women from Sumbanese rural areas now
have disposable income for the first time. Sumbanese migrant workers go to Bali on their own
initiative, not for their households’ survival strategy. As these findings are just preliminary,
further research should be conducted to delve deeper into the Sumbanese mobility.



