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YFNT A BRI T LDBEROE LT L LA INTE 2, [Ny F - )
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L2 LEFICEEENOEILOBERGIIAHTH 5,



Vv 7B A REE L EOMKAL %3

DAATF VIZBAEL A HOK %, EEPIIFDDI2E LIZERTOEN/ATROE DK
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WEWOSE L OND ERELBAHIE TS & &5 (Argo 2006: 135), %B, 25T V&b
DIFEIEDFEME 8 NOREEDIR (£7213HK) »bETIATHL, T2 ETRLE
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HIM o 7208, RADBETET L5 EOWEN KA, BT TLATIEIBIOT > rvid
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Natural Calamities and Divine Kingship

in Central Java

FUKAMI Sumio

Following the twin natural calamities —an earthquake preceded by a volcanic eruption —that af-
fected Yogyakarta, Central Java, from April to June of 2006, there were calls for the sultan to per-
form his traditional role of appeasing the spirits assumed to be responsible. Such calls had their
origin in Java’s tradition of divine kingship, a tradition which dated back more than a thousand
years. Originally a compound of indigenous factors and cultural influences from India, the tradi-
tion persevered even after Java’s subsequent conversion to Islam. Within it, the sultan was con-
sidered the centre of the world, a descendant of gods who would himself be worshipped as a god
following his death, and who possessed the ability to communicate with the Other World, particu-
larly with those who held sway over Java’s spirit community, by means of (among other things)
the rite of Labuhan.

With more and more people gaining access to modern education and acquiring a rational out-
look, and with even the occupant of the royal palace openly expressing doubts regarding the effec-
tiveness of non-scientific approaches to warding off disaster, Java’s divine kingship tradition has
inevitably been jolted. When the Mbah Marijan, the jurukunci [literally, “key-minder”; respon-
sible for minding cemeteries and holy spots] of Mt. Merapi, in spite of increasingly-frequent vol-
canic activity, rejected the sultan’s personal urging and refused to come down from the mountain,
it is hard to say whether he was upholding or rejecting that tradition. In 2010, Mt. Merapi erupted
again following a period of inactivity, and the obdurate old man became its first victim. Within a
short time, however, the sultan chose the man’s son to succeed his father as jurukunci, and or-
dered him to carry out the Labuhan rites on his behalf without delay.

In this way, Java’s emphasis on maintaining harmonious contacts with the spirit world would
appear to have been sustained. Still more recently, despite the emergence of a democratic
Indonesia where local leaders are elected by popular vote, the position of Governor of the
Yogyakarta Special Region has been declared by national law to be the hereditary fief of the
sultan’s family line. It will be fascinating to observe what kind of part the sultan will play when
the next natural calamity hits Java, as one day surely it must.



