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South Osaka:
Cradle of Japanese Buddhism (1)
Bunnami ({L3f)

UMEYAMA Hideyuki

In the 6th century, the introduction of Buddhism caused very serious and critical conflicts in the
ancient mentality of Japan, resulting in the first and last large-scale religious war in the history
of Japan. As the main battlefield, South Osaka was the scene of various wars.

According to the “Nihon Shoki”, Ikebe no Atahi Hida carefully concealed Buddhist statues,
which had been ordered to be destroyed and dumped into the sea. It is said that Bunnami is the
very place where these statues were concealed. Surprisingly, the Ikebe familly has survived
through 15 centuries and continues to live in Bunnami even now.

Following the lead of Tsuda Sokichi, mainstream Japanese historians have been curiously skep-
tical about this account. “Nihon Shoki” should be particularly neglected with “Kojiki” because of
the over estimation of the past totalitarian age. Neither the legends nor the traditions can be the
object to be taken into considerations by the Japanese positive historians. They cannot accept the
obvious fact of the presence of the Ikebe familly in Bunnami.

By reviewing the “Nihon Shoki” and considering the local traditions in South Osaka, we would
like to shed new light upon how the Japanese adopted Buddhism.



