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Contribution to the Local Area by the University Library:

In Service to Elderly Person for Lifelong Education

SHIHOTA Tsutomu

Modern Japan is a super aged society. In the elderly problem are health and welfare issues,
particularly pension problems, and there is a tendency to regard the elderly as vulnerable.
Indeed, the argument to them has even appeared recently. In other words, it is an explanation
that makes aging a negative phenomenon, but as a viewpoint of downplaying their role in society.
Such a trend is noticeable in discussions in business world. In this paper, I concentrate on
“reporting activities”. The reason is that in the education and research functions at universities,
the degree of connection to the area is strong because it is “providing activity” of “information”
In this paper, I pay attention to the function of sending information to neighboring communities,
concentrate on the opening up of community libraries and responding to elderly residents. For
these elderly people, it is necessary to obtain a “place” instead of a “workplace” or “home”. The
fact of the loss of “place” leads to the interruption of information exchange, and this hinders the
acquisition of information and its application. From this point of view, in emphasizing the informa-
tion provision problem for the elderly, I examine “third place”, and as part of that I will focus on
the community contribution activities of the university.
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