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Family Support by the Multi-Generational Centres in Germany

YASUHARA Yoshiko
HEUER Karina

In Germany, social challenges similar to Japan have emerged due to the aging, fertility decline,
and social isolation. In 2006 the German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens,
Women and Youth founded the Action Programme Multi-Generational Centres encouraging
intergenerational communication in order to solve such social problems for the future. This paper
explores the social welfare project and examines its programs. The central and local governments
financially support community action programs under the conditions comprising intergenerational
exchanges among such four generations as children, youth, working adults, and seniors, local
community cooperation, and intergenerational communications inclusive of cultural exchanges.
The first two terms (Term I: 2006-2011, Term II: 2012-2016) produced quality family support
and community development outcomes; as a result, the funding has continued to the following
term (Term III: 2017-2020). Yet, the financial support has not been determined to endure after
the term; and thus, the condition is unstable. Despite that, for its continuity, the multigenerational
program now is expected to play a definite role in communities and is actively facilitating to
provide local volunteers and to receive support from local enterprises. In the future, it is possible
in Japan to learn from the German case. With the perspective of multigenerational exchanges,
local communities are able develop their necessary solutions for similar social challenges.



