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Current State and Prospects of Social Work Research on

Individuals with Higher Brain Dysfunction in Japan

KANAZAWA Masumi
YAMANAKA Tetsuji

This paper reviews the current state of social work research on individuals with higher
brain dysfunction in Japan and discusses the grand design required for future studies.

The research method involved reviewing the literature from 1976 to 2024 using keywords
“higher brain dysfunction and social work” or “higher brain dysfunction and social worker”
on CiNii Research and Google Scholar. Consequently, only 10 papers were found in
academic journals and bulletins, revealing a substantial scarcity of social work research
related to higher brain dysfunction. Furthermore, by looking into the content of these 10
papers and reviewing research trends in adjacent areas of social work, the following four
points were identified as challenges for future social work research on individuals with
higher brain dysfunction.

(1) Clarifying the actual conditions of life challenges experienced over time by
individuals with higher brain dysfunction and their families

(2) Elucidating theories and systems in social work for individuals with higher brain
dysfunction and their families as support targets

(3) Clarifying the difficulties faced by children with higher brain dysfunction in their
school life

(4) Elucidating the expertise required of supporters who “support transitions” for
individuals with higher brain dysfunction

Keywords: Higher Brain Dysfunction, Social Work,
Research Trends, Global Definition of Social Work, Troubles in Daily Life



