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Development and Challenges of Japan's Exports of

Specialty Products and Traditional crafts to Hong Kong

OSHIMA Kazutsugu
HAMAGUCHI Natsuho

At Momoyama Gakuin University, a joint research project (25 Ren 308) is being
conducted on “Research on revitalizing local industries through the Hong Kong Food
Exhibition: Promoting the export of local agricultural products and foods and collaboration
between industry, academia, and government.” This research addresses the challenging
economic and social environment faced by regional communities in Japan, exploring export
expansion of regional specialty products such as Japanese agricultural, forestry, and
fisheries products and foods to Hong Kong, China, and Taiwan as one potential solution to
revitalize regional economies.

Specifically, the research focuses on promoting the export of agricultural, forestry, and
fisheries products and foods through promotional activities utilizing the large-scale food
exhibition held annually in Hong Kong during the summer (Hong Kong Food Expo, Food
Expo Hong Kong). Regarding the export situation of agricultural, forestry, and fisheries
products and foods to Hong Kong, which is closely related to this research theme, a
separate paper has already analyzed the current state of exports of such products from
Japan to Hong Kong.

However, it goes without saying that regional specialty products that contribute to
regional revitalization are not limited to agricultural, forestry, and fishery products and
food. For example, regional specialty products with unique characteristics and traditional
craft products also fall under this category, and alongside agricultural, forestry, and
fishery products and food, they have played a significant role in the economy and daily life
within the long history of regional economies and societies.

For example, Sendai tansu (chests of drawers), which will be mentioned later in this
paper, is a representative example of a traditional craft product that has been successfully
exported. Furthermore, binchotan (white charcoal), a specialty product of the southern
region of Wakayama Prefecture, is one of the regional specialty products that has seen an
increase in exports due to the recent boom in Japanese cuisine overseas, which has led to
increased demand at Japanese restaurants.

Such distinctive products are believed to exist throughout Japan, but as will be

discussed later, many of them are facing difficult circumstances due to the shrinking
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scale of production as an industry. How to improve this situation through exports and
contribute to regional economic development is a major challenge.

In this paper, we focus on regional specialty products and traditional crafts—another
means of promoting regional economic development alongside agricultural, forestry, and
fisheries products and food—that have historically contributed significantly to regional
economic development. We examine the current state and future expansion potential of

such products, with a particular focus on exports to markets such as Hong Kong.






