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A Survey on the Acquisition of

Knowledge Required for Report Writing:

Focusing on First-Year Education Students

MITSUI Noriyasu
KUSHII Ai
SUZUKI Koharu
OSANAI Haruka

This study examines the extent to which first-year students understand the knowledge
necessary for report writing. To achieve this, the results of a multiple-choice test
administered in a course specifically designed to develop report-writing skills were
analyzed.

A comparison of the mean scores between the pre- and post-tests revealed that
students did not achieve sufficient understanding of “expressions suitable for academic
reports” and “paragraph writing techniques,” even after completing the course. Moreover,
the results indicate that students may have difficulty correctly formatting “bibliographic
information” depending on the type of source material cited.

Two factors may explain the lack of significant improvement. First, concepts such
as academic expression, paragraph writing, and bibliography are often entirely new to
students entering university. Many students may not have previously been conscious of
the methods required for objective writing with proper citations. Consequently, instruction
within the course alone may have been insufficient for full comprehension, potentially
leaving students uncertain about how to apply these rules in actual writing tasks.

Second, the retention of knowledge may have been affected by the timing of instruction.
Topics such as academic expression and paragraph writing were covered in the first
half of the course, memory retention may have weakened by the time of the post-test.
In contrast, items related to “logical writing,” which were addressed in the latter half of
the course, may have been easier for students to recall because the material was learned

more recently.






