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Some aspects of the urbanization in Indonesia

during the last decade of the 20t century

FUKAMI Sumio

Based on the comparison between the 1990 and 2000 populations of the biggest 50 cities in
Indonesia, this paper reveals some aspects of the rapid urbanization in Indonesia of the time. The
urbanization is not limited to the big cities, but is rather a phenomenon of the whole country. Of
the 50 cities, 24 are located in Java and 26 in the Outer Islands (islands outside Java). Of the 50
cities of 1990, 12 had disappeared by 2000. 12 new cities emerged in 2000. In Java 4 disappeared
and 4 emerged, and in the Outer Islands 8 disappeared and 8 emerged. In Java most notable is the
urbanization led by the development in and around Jakarta, the capital city of the country. In the
Outer Islands, urbanization is centered on the provincial capital cities. Noticeable development of
Sukabumi in Java and Dumai and Batam in the Outer Islands are exceptions in this regard. Of the
cities that show stagnation of population size, some clearly show population increase in the sur-
rounding area, while some are still to be researched.



