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Constructing Networks for Preservation

and Use of Regional Archives

Problems faced by the Archives of Osaka Prefecture and Osaka City,
and Efforts by the Study Group of Regional Archives——

Ashita SAGA

In this paper, we report the outcomes of the Study Group of Regional Archives, as one of St.
Andrews’ community collaborative research projects since 2006, and discuss future challenges.

First, we discuss problems faced by the Archives of Osaka Prefecture and Osaka City which
have greatly attracted attention in recent years. These Two archives were established by influ-
ence of Historical Science Society in Osaka and other organizations in the mid-1980s, and this has
achieved a certain result. However, situation has gotten worse in the past several years for rea-
sons of financial difficulty and poor name recognition.

Specifically, in the Archives of Osaka Prefecture, a problem occurred with the integration and
transfer to the main government buildings at Otemae. In addition, due to budget cuts, the prob-
lem of leaving all management to part-time personnel has arisen in the Archives of Osaka City.

However, due to the influence of the Historical Science Society and other persons or organiza-
tions concerned, including the Study Group of Regional Archives, the situation is improving little
by little. Furthermore, a law on management of official documents was enacted in 2010, requiring
the organization of management, preservation, and public presentation of official documents by a
self-governing body, and the situation is becoming more favorable.

In order to advance the preservation and practical use of regional archives, it is more important
than ever before that the self-governing public record office cooperates with the various preser-
vation organizations and citizens, and historians. For performing such a task, the activities of the
Study Group of Regional Archives are important. The Study Group of Regional Archives will fur-
ther strengthen cooperation between the self-governing Public Record Office, private Archives,
and the Historical Science Society in Osaka and citizens, by establishing a website called “The
Network Website for Preservation and Practical Use of Regional Archives”. This website con-
tains (1) location information for regional archives, (2) guides for using museums or archives,
(3) introduction of research practices by using regional archives, (4) information about various
events, including regional history, and so on.

We would like to manage this website with the aim of raising the degree of social recognition
of regional archives by expanding practical use of local archives.



