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Study of Cancer Control Program in Izumi City

—A Joint Research Project with Regional Partners——

ITO Takaaki David

Cancer is the prominent cause of death in recent Japan. Statistically, one in two Japanese expe-
riences cancer in their life time and one in three males dies of cancer. The national government
passed The Cancer Control Act in 2007, in order to develop a national strategy against this dis-
ease. Cancer Control Basic Measures (2007) and its revision (2012) require prefectural govern-
ments to have their area plan to develop coherent strategies. The focus is to eliminate disparities
in cancer care.

The aging of society is another crucial health and welfare issue in Japan. Since the cause of can-
cer is damaged DNA, it is natural that the probability of having cancer is significantly higher in the
aged population. Studies show that the aging of society is the main cause of the increase in cancer
patients. The development of cancer treatment cannot change this reality.

This leads us to the need of integration of care for cancer patients and care for the elderly. Both
forms of care have been discussed and numerous policies have been developed. But the inte-
grated perspective including both forms of care is still to be developed. Home care for the elderly
and home hospice for cancer patents are, in fact, often one and the same thing. Since the local
government takes responsibility for the care of the elderly, we have to consider and prepare for
government of cities such as Izumi to take an active role in cancer care.



