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Cancer Care in the City of Izumi:
A Case Study of Hospital and Home Care

KAWAI Takako
NEMOTO Yoshiaki
SHINOHARA Chika

The Cancer Control Act has been in effect in Japan since April 2007. Its basic goal is “to estab-
lish the medical support system so that the patient’s will is respected and s/he is able to choose
appropriate treatments regardless of her/his residential area.” To do so, it is essential that medi-
cal and other comprehensive services provide adequate care while patients and their families con-
tinue to live in their own homes or communities. Therefore, this paper qualitatively examines the
City of Izumi’s emerging cancer care system: the programs by the City Hospital, A) home-visit
care programs, B) outpatient facilities, and other advanced case study reports. Analyses suggest
that the most important for the cancer care in Izumi is “to ensure and establish the medical sys-
tem which corresponds to 24-hour home-visit care.” It is crucial to secure enough home care phy-
sicians and to notify patients, their families, medical practitioners, and home-care providers of the
community policy assuring the medical and home-care cooperation.



