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The Significance of Connections that Support
“yomu” (Composing&Reading): Reconsidering the

“Group of Tanka Poet” in Modern Tanka

MATSUZAWA Shunji

Until now, modern tanka has been generally regarded as the “tanka of an
individual's era”. Even in this area of research, there are still many
publications on traditional theories of artists and theories on works related
to artists.

On the other hand, as Kubota Utsubo (£ H 22f#) once pointed out, “Praise
the group of tanka poet”(“Nihon Tanka”, 1938, 1), the enthusiasm and
passion involved in continuing composing It is also true that “group of
tanka poets” are a source of inspiration. So, what kind of influence does this
group have on the act of producing Tanka? This issue has remained
largely untouched in modern tanka research to date. Therefore. This paper
reconsiders the significance of “group of tanka poets” in modern tanka,
guided by Kuhota's points. I would like to discuss how the power of
collaboration and connection that is at work here generates and sustains
the act of “yomu” (Composing & Reading)” among people, and becomes
the driving force for creating works.

As materials for consideration, we first looked at autobiographies and
diaries left behind by poets, as well as questionnaires and letters published
in magazines. I also referred to the many essays and critical biographies of
writers that have been written so far. By using these materials, mutual
negotiation between people supported the act of “yomu” in various settings
such as home, school, community, and letter-writing activities, and created

and nurtured new leaders and works. revealed the facts.
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Traditional tanka poet theories and biographies have tended to
emphasize the image of poets as genius, original, and autonomous
individuals and subjects. In contrast, the discussion in this paper is an
attempt to relativize these romantic images of poets and propose an image

of a “poet” that is formed through connections.

Keywords : communality, marginal art, contribution to magazine,

Hyakunin Isshu
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