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The Actual Working Conditions of Construction
Employees in China’s Building Industry

—— A Questionnaire Survey of Construction Employees in S City,

Henan Province —

LI Laifeng
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

From the 1950s to the 1980s, the fixed employment system model with
state-owned enterprise workers was Implemented in the Chinese
construction industry. However, a regulation by the State Council in
September 1984 clearly stipulated that state-owned enterprises would not,
in principle, recruit fixed employees, except for necessary technicians and
other workers. As a result, many rural workers entered the building
industry.

With this change in the system, “contractors” took the opportunity to
organize rural workers and enter the building industry themselves. This
has both “positive” and “negative” aspects. The positive side is that the
pyramidal structure of the construction market, consisting of general
contractors, specialized contractors, and labor contractors, made it possible
to recruit rural workers who would work only for a short period of time
within the construction company. The “downside” was that the
“contractors” had to manage human relations, incur sunk costs in terms of
funds and time, and pay a portion of the profits earned, while the rural
workers also had to give a portion of their profits to the “contractors” to
maintain human, blood, and kinship relationships.

From the perspective of the migrant workers under the “contractors,”
maintaining the relationship and joining the contracting team reduces the

risk of unemployment. Relationships based on geographical, blood, and
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personal ties, such as the same village and hometown, reduce the risk of
missing wages for workers from rural areas. As a result, working under
the umbrella of a “contractor” who is not from the same village or
hometown naturally creates a wall due to the existence of information
asymmetry. That wall can also be considered a kind of sunk cost.
Questionnaires and interviews revealed that workers from rural areas
who work under the umbrella of a “contractor” tend to place more
importance on the trustworthiness of the “contractor” than on the high
wages. In addition, 81.8% (72 workers) of the workers at construction sites
in S City were 42 years old or older, much more than the 182% (16
workers) who were 42 years old or younger, indicating that the aging of
workers at construction sites in S City is serious. Although the total
number of rural-born workers in the construction industry is increasing
overall, the majority of them are elderly. On the other hand, the “worker
shortage” problem that is becoming apparent in the construction industry
due to the aging of the workforce indicates that the supply of construction

labor has shifted from excess to shortage.
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TG RAL SN, TR REAL LR T35 258 L 2o £ DA
12, Bl EHEHONRE T~ E= D AOMLLIGOHEB S HEHTH D, F72,
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FEICEERR SN, AEARIE L7z, SOOI HESIC L ) EES IS
7273, 1949 4R DIREAE FEDSTRBA L 720 1949 4F HRg 0> 4 rp 5] 0 48 FE MR o 4R
wIL 6000 b T X o,

1949 SEFh EI AR L 721k, FesEfelR & TR IRM 2 AL L, AEEE %
MRS 7200, ZORBEL 2 LA TRORRIIER SN BRE
) VERIERL ) RO TEIIRCICER L, IWRTHEIERS L
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M7 >y Lk EOALF TEERTOE PR S Mz

Hil D7k R RS T35 & M A2 RIE L, HrL vz iiil, 1958
FEOMAFERL 1949 £ D 23. 4 f5 & 7% o 720 1950 £, HENT LD v
WL EWT BT HREZEAL, HMCTRE TS, W TR T
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EORFERMTH 570 PETIIREEEICB LA OFEAZHIC
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RIERES LR E R R L 72 1958 4F, VLERET RUH & P A RLIR
WY VRN A EEEERL, KOO IR LRI 72,
1966 45, MRbZETEY VERTHIIHENOO) VBT Y=Y A
((NH4)2HPO4) T3ZEEHSEH L 720 1975 4, A PEMIRBERE(L T35 13 &
B PRIV MEERE TR L, TEOEM) SRV T LAEED
FESR A B2, 1978 4E F TS LRI WCRIEEE O T EZ 17, HEO
) UBRERITEE THFEMBEEHMEAZEITLCIT) ] L) BREF#%
g L7z,

H)T AEIEEHIOWTIE, Bl L BIRO_ERZIZEY, FEIOA )Y
LK O FE IR IZ AR IS B LT & 7o 1950 4B AR, —EB AL E o BRI
[FEIZE LW D AERTHY, 7)) 7 LZEEIAE LTS LHE
L7222 eDhb, COL) EMEITH0L 72012, HEIZAFH 2HFANE
AR MR L, FEN TR LA LR, REHTEED KR
WG 2 56 R L, 1958 4R IZHETE M T v VT V) w7 2 JEL LY & KLe B ALE:
Ty MR LoEpkaatt) 2@ L7z FISh R L A1) 7 4Bk %
HHET DL TH b, 196345, EFFEIEALE T4 E R ER M & % B
& FYUNVEMICEEIOA N OB ) AR L2 B%kT L2 %
flEsE L7zo

1958 4E |2 F I TEMASHTHOTH Y Y AR EE SR, Y
MR IO L BT 720 1963 4E, 411 7 A0E 1000 b > &R, 1966 48,
WAL A ) AOEFERETNIWAE2 T N Y ITE L7z 19784, WE4 T+~
DI ) LR A E T e B L 72,

COXHI, BEERH2OUERBE E T, PEOER - ) - )L
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16) @it - wWHK - basit (2018) [ AR ENRIR EERIL R RO bLaE ) (T] [BEAL
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17) sk (1996) [EOEBERRES ) [J] METH iEAR) 1996(3) : p 38

18) 4N (2015) [ #IL R IR pIAE e "t =77 RIgES] [J] TELRIEH
k], 2015(10) : pp 10-14
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FEORRAEERED LIS N > 55 1978 FED 3. 0548 M » F TH 2.7 128
ML, EFIEMERIL3.8% (E L L0 bhb, 2O, dEOH M
FEFHEAMITIZIFEL TRV T, BIOMMAHE CH o722 LS
Db TNEENL-EEZERIFEROEATSH 5, —EB0EED
KIELTWBA, 1949 FD4E 0.6 75 b 55 1978 D 884 75 + » £ T,
FEZ 437 3B L -2 &b Db, HEOILFETEDOREIINILAL,
{LFREE OFE A D LS RE DRI —EDRE Z F72 L2 Db Db,
1978 £ LM%, 9 BASEO NOO EHRHEZ fFRT 572012, hihoTRE L
BAEOTFIEOHR T, REAEE I FEE 2 AHBIHA L&, ZORM
BREOIKIZE D %o T, HEOLANA LI RN 2 5B IZ A
D, 2015 4 F Tl bR A s T —H LCdghn L 72 (X#3), LA L,
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FEES R OWLEL - FIHFMDSIER L CB Y, HHEHR <o BMADOERHRY
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L, ZEOHEREENE OS2 LARNIZHIR L7z, £ OFAH R IL
T2, BEEREANLBNRIEEHNZ W LS, HEFERERFIERELBL 2 1%
FRE %> TWb, BE, HEOTIEIIHESENTH Y, ARGEDOL
HEREIRILIESBHRIZK e 20D bABIEFREINAKIZ0.5%,
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BB OMFE 3121, PEOCEEHEADEI RIS TV, 20
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27) MR okEt 2021) BBERER p77
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BF 7 PEOILSF R ORI EE

i AL I o it %%HEE B SRR ) ER O
SR A o o e
1980 4F 86.72 1:0.299:0. 046
1985 4F- 123.64 1:0.293:0. 111
1990 4F 174.59 1:0.329:0.149
1995 4 239.77 1:0.381:0.219
2000 4F 265. 28 1:0.404:0. 277
2005 4 330. 52 1:0.442:0. 347
2010 4F- 371.81 1:0.475:0. 401
2015 4F- 395. 23 1:0.508:0. 443
2020 4F 337.21 1:0.542:0. 498

Rk [P R 07 — Y b LA RN

A L AU, 1980 F o @ FEL, ) YRR, v BB o AL,
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HHEOE (N:P:K) &, Z1211:0.299:0.046 TH > 720 1990 4|2
(£1:0.329:0. 149 Z/R L, # ) 7 LAOFEANBEIN L 72%%, JoiEE ORE#ETH
51:0.5:0.5 L DENPREL, WELZHYTLREDBALNT, LA L,
2020 4F1213 1:0. 542:0. 498 |23 L THIEMEISE O W T W02 (MR TZH),
ZOZErs, FEEOAEE LT TR OB EER O 3 2 F R T
BV LTS ), BHEOLZIER O H 4 RIE E I RE O @R
IZHET 2 2 L DHHREIC 2 > 720

4.3. MBIt REF e R

HE D AR & AR REARE O R FORIC & 5 &, AL IER oo Bl 5 EE 13 250
kg/haD FEHEZ B R 2\ 2 E VRO BN T W %o L7 L o i H =<
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BB FEHORAE AL 72 (MK, T2 RIRETEIE
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SRR X O BREILA )V ERILEL & 7 )RR O A IR RE L ) 5
Vo ) YIRIBEORABIEPARLTWEEF L ETH S,

5. ¥EDICHLAT

AARTIE, HEO R AL o F AIRPL & M 5% fad L 720 2020
£ F CTIZPEOHF O MEILGRZ X 337. 21 (kg/ha) (EL, FEO%Z LN
BREED 1. 35 f5IZE L T %o ALFIERHE A O34 20 5 Jauix, HEo
RO GLRPLD L L\ S L5 b o FEIZ, TR & iifpthig o —ioE
TR DR ATREED 72 D iV e S O#ER, EE O IR Gk
TG GTEFEDSBART, HERIATEBIAHAAE L TWa 720, BEGYE b

30) XK (2017) [t FH 5 MR e R 2248 k| [J] DR TSR], 2017,
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EHLTWAIZERHLNTH S,
WA, 29 LZREANORIE 25 BIE - LR O AL EEIZH 5
LD, FRITWEZEETER V., 4B LIEHRL T E70,

M8 HE%A ORI R

AL RURHE AR | %853R ) > REA N:P:K
Jemtit 621. 18 332. 65 139.17 139.17|  1:0.42:0.42
K 364. 98 174.94 103. 37 86. 67 1:0.59:0.5
HEle) 353.18 182.79 86. 00 84.39| 1:0.47:0.46
IS 303. 26 123.86 91.39 88.00| 1:0.74:0.71
WE > TV ERX 233.82 115. 84 69. 57 48.30 1:0.6:0.42
BEY 320.91 164. 81 76.19 79.92| 1:0.46:0.48
%) 366. 28 166. 59 94.24 105.46| 1:0.57:0.63
RRVLA 150. 37 65. 30 47.26 37.80| 1:0.72:0.58
gl 270. 38 156. 74 62.70 54. 86 1:0.4:0.35
AR 375. 48 226. 16 84.42 64.76 | 1:0.37:0.29
HHLA 345. 50 193. 60 79.42 72.97| 1:0.41:0.38
55 328.76 153.70 87.25 87.81 1:0.57:0.57
fafEE 617.91 287.30 148. 14 182.47| 1:0.52:0.64
pANEES) 192.76 80. 43 55.98 56. 52 1:0.7:0.7
HIRE 349. 48 165. 27 94.17 90.04 | 1:0.57:0.54
A 441.18 198. 48 132.65 109.98| 1:0.67:0.55
e 335. 20 168. 20 93.34 73.78 | 1:0.55:0.44
WA 266. 31 128.57 60. 00 77.74 1:0.47:0.6
IR 493.73 239. 98 109. 02 144.74 1:0.45:0.6
JETEF T v EREX 405.91 167.72 97.97 140.21|  1:0.58:0.84
WA 629. 34 273.30 141.82 214.21] 1:0.52:0.78
HEET 266. 27 153.30 72.05 40.92| 1:0.47:0.27
Pl 214.01 114.76 61.25 38.00| 1:0.53:0.33
k) 143.92 77.62 34.70 31.60| 1:0.45:0.41
LA 281.41 160. 09 63.67 57.51 1:0.4:0. 36
F X b EGX 161.71 74.73 49.00 37.98| 1:0.66:0.51
LiEs) 485. 24 257.32 107.35 120.81 1:0.42:0.47
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Expansion of Pesticide and Chemical Fertilizer

Applications and Soil Pollution in China

RUAN Yili
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

China is a major agricultural country, and with the application of modern
science and technology to agricultural production, the level of agricultural
production capacity has improved markedly and production is constantly
increasing. However, as the impact of agricultural production expansion on
the agricultural ecosystem gradually increases, a series of serious ecological
and environmental pollution problems have emerged. For example,
excessive application of chemical fertilizers leads to groundwater pollution
and eutrophication, the heavy use of chemical pesticides causes soil and
groundwater contamination, the burning of large amounts of crops leads to
soil nutrient loss and air pollution, and the extensive use of plastic films
causes environmental pollution problems.

Since these environmental problems adversely affect agricultural
production and ecological balance, effective measures need to be taken to
reduce the negative impact of agricultural activities on the environment. In
response to the manifestation of these problems, the Chinese government
is promoting the sustainable development of agriculture through methods
such as the dissemination of environmentally friendly agricultural
technologies, the rational use of organic fertilizers, the implementation of
scientific fertilization, and the active promotion of the use of agricultural
land as a straw resource. However, improvements in many issues are still
far from complete.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the background and current status
of such massive application of pesticides and chemical fertilizers in China,

as well as the issues that have emerged in recent years.
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Current Status and Issues of
Fruit Distribution Problems in China

—— A Case Study of Cherry Peach Distribution in X Village,
District L, Qingdao City —

ZHONG Yixiao
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

In order to examine the conditions for solving the problems of
agricultural product distribution in China, this paper presents the results of
a farmer survey of cherry farmers in Village X, District L, Qingdao City,
Shandong Province, to determine the current status and problems of fruit
distribution problems.

There are several peculiarities in cherry marketing. The most important
characteristic is the fragility of the cherry fruit. Because of this
characteristic, cherry are not suitable for long transportation and quality
deterioration can easily occur during normal transportation. Internet sales
of cherry are therefore somewhat difficult and the scope of sales is limited.
This is why traditional sales methods have not been eradicated and will
remain.

Another feature of cherry sales is that the time of sale is strongly
restricted, and is limited to only a few weeks in a year. Because of this, it is
difficult to form an organization such as a cooperative for the sale of
cherry, and farmers must complete their sales operations almost entirely
on their own during only a few weeks of the year. This is a major limiting
condition compared to wheat and corn.

The results of this survey revealed that, by sales channel, sales to
middlemen have lower unit prices and the new sales route has higher unit

prices, but this does not necessarily mean that sales to middlemen, whose



|l

60 BRILSFBER AR e 66 B 2

oy
E:l

sales prices are disadvantageous to farmers, will be completely eradicated.
This is because farmers who continue to sell to middlemen face problems
such as limited labor, obstacles in terms of access to the Internet, and
limited access to direct supermarket sales.

Therefore, it is clear that while Internet mail-order sales and cherry
sales through tourism agriculture are advantageous in terms of price, in
order to promote such sales, it is first necessary to educate the middle-
aged and elderly, who are the main obstacle, on Internet technology, and
on the know-how of tourism agriculture, as well as to foster cooperative
organizations that can make such sales possible. It is clear that these are
necessary to educate the middle-aged and elderly about Internet
technology and tourism farming know-how. In order to realize the smooth
and inexpensive distribution of cherry and realize the benefits for both
farmers and consumers, the local government is required to develop such

infrastructure, conduct educational activities, and foster organizations.
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The Actual Situation of Dispatching Workers to Japan
in Myanmar

—— Focusing on the Survey of Sending Agencies to Japan ——

THINN THINN KHAINE
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

This report investigates Myanmar's labor outbound system and
outbound labor organizations, which have been on the increase in recent
years, and clarifies their actual status and issues.

The reason for focusing on Myanmar’s outbound labor organizations in
this report is that while dispatches from Myanmar to Japan have been
increasing in recent years, there are few previous studies on outbound
labor organizations in Myanmar, and many aspects remain unclear.

In preparing this report, field research was conducted in person and via
the Internet from February to March 2024.

In recent years, the dispatch of technical intern trainees from Myanmar
to Japan has increased rapidly. This can be attributed to a decrease in job
opportunities due to political turmoil in Myanmar and, in contrast, inbound
training in Japan is safe, provides high income, and attracts many young
Myanmar’s who value a certain level of skill acquisition.

While each of the sending institutions surveyed in this study has its own
characteristics, some commonalities were also observed.

First, with regard to the recruitment of human resources from Myanmar
to Japan, introductions from Japanese language schools and the use of SNS
such as Facebook are common for positions where a certain level of skills
and abilities are important. On the other hand, for relatively low-skilled
workers, the percentage of placement by individual agents is higher, and

the problem of high costs is noticeable.
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Second, it is common for temporary staffing agencies to focus on
responding to problems such as disappearances, which are currently a
major issue in Japanese society. The following three measures were
implemented to address this issue.

(1) The most important point of this measure is not to collect excessive
fees from technical intern trainees. Even if the fees are within the
regulations, it is important to enhance the deferred payment system and
the installment system to reduce the burden on the trainees and their
families.

(ii) Improve Japanese language skills as much as possible prior to
dispatch, and address misunderstandings caused by poor Japanese
language skills after arrival in Japan.

(iii) Enhance the support system after arrival in Japan by making full

use of face-to-face, online, etc.
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