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The Strategic Shift of Chinese Towel Enterprises by the
Conclusion of the RCEP Agreement

LIANG Huane
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

This article takes the implementation of RCEP as the background to
analyze the impact and development trend of towel trade between China
and Japan. By studying the influencing factors of RCEP on Sino Japanese
towel trade, this article aims to gain a deeper understanding of the
changes, opportunities, and challenges in this trade field.

Firstly, the introduction introduces the background, purpose, and
significance of the study. Secondly, the background and overview section of
RCEP explains the definition, establishment background, main objectives
and principles of the trade agreement.

Subsequently, the current situation analysis section of the towel trade
between China and Japan comprehensively analyzed the trade from
aspects such as development history, scale and structure, geographical
distribution, etc. subsequently, this article analyzes the influencing factors
of RCEP on Sino Japanese towel trade and explores the impact of factors
such as the overall environment, policies, and markets on trade. Then,
based on the opportunities and challenges of Sino Japanese towel trade
after RCEP, the development trends of this trade were analyzed, including
innovation and upgrading trends, cooperation, and complementary
development directions. Furthermore, this article proposes policy
recommendations and countermeasures for the government, enterprises,
and other relevant stakeholders.

Subsequently, an empirical study on towel trade between China and

Japan under RCEP was conducted, and the research methods, data sources,
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and case analysis results were discussed in detail.
Finally, the conclusion and outlook section summarize the main research
conclusions, points out the limitations and shortcomings of this study, and

proposes future research prospects.
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A Study of the Motives of Chinese Residents and
Experienced Residents in Japan for Working in Japan

—— A Questionnaire Survey of Chinese Residents and Experienced

Residents in Japan —

FU Yuan
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

The author has already pointed out that in 2020, while the total number
of Chinese workers in Japan was decreasing due to the spread of the new
coronavirus, the number of “technical internship” class members decreased
significantly over three years, while the number of Chinese workers with
“professional/technical” and “special skills” status of residence was
increasing. However, the number of Chinese workers with “professional-
technical” and “special skills” statuses is increasing. As factors for this
increase, the report mentions the relatively high quality of life in Japan, the
well-developed social welfare system, and the high level of social safety and
stability. These factors may be considered one of the reasons why Chinese
workers with a certain level of ability and skill desire to work and live in
Japan for a long period of time.

Thus, among Chinese workers in Japan, while in the past many were
mainly in the status of technical interns or foreign students seeking
immediate benefits, today an increasing number wish to become
professionals, entrepreneurs, wealthy individuals, engineers, and the like. In
other words, the recent development of the Chinese economy has led to an
increase in the level of wages in China, and the motives for coming to
Japan have become more diverse, with an increasing number of people
seeking academic credentials, qualifications, and technical training.

Therefore, based on the results of a questionnaire survey of Chinese
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living in Japan and Chinese who have already returned to their home
countries, this paper analyzes the motives, behavioral patterns, and
challenges faced by Chinese who have come to Japan, and clarifies the
same points and differences with the current Japanese government policy
of accepting foreign nationals by clarifying the objectives of Chinese who

have come to Japan.
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Increasing Foreign Labor Force and Challenges in

Japan's Construction Industry

OWAKIT Junichi
OSHIMA Kazutsugu

In Japan, the working population is decreasing due to the falling
birthrate and aging population, and labor shortages have become a serious
problem in many industries. The labor shortage here refers to a situation
in which an individual company or industry as a whole is unable to secure
the sufficient number of workers it needs in a given country or region.
This can be caused by a shortage of personnel with specific occupations or
skills, regional maldistribution, demographic changes, or other factors. If
this labor shortage situation persists, it can hinder productivity and growth
of a company, which in turn affects the economy as a whole.

This is especially true in Japan's construction industry, where, as
discussed below, the entry of younger workers has been limited for a long
period of time. In addition, since the late 2010s, large-scale construction
demand has increased due to the Tokyo Olympics, Kansai Expo, and large-
scale infrastructure projects, making it increasingly difficult to secure the
quantity and quality of labor required. The current situation is that it is
becoming increasingly difficult to secure the quantity and quality of labor
required.

According to 2023 data, there are approximately 4.83 million workers
engaged in the construction industry in Japan, most of whom are elderly,
and new young workers are not entering the industry. In addition, the
physically demanding working environment of the construction industry
places an excessive physical burden on the elderly, which encourages many

middle-aged and older workers to retire before retirement, creating an
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easy labor shortage.

Therefore, in order to remedy the expected increase in the number of
older skilled workers leaving the workforce and the problem of passing on
construction-related skills, there is a need to accept foreign workers and
improve productivity through technological innovation, and in reality, the
introduction of foreign workers has been progressing rapidly since around
2010. However, it is well known that the introduction of foreign workers in
Japan has been beset by various problems, such as disappearances, as
evidenced by numerous mass media reports and previous studies.

In this paper, therefore, after understanding the industrial development
of the Japanese construction industry in recent years, we analyze one of
the biggest problems facing Japan's construction industry, the labor force
problem, with a particular focus on the introduction of foreign workers and

an examination of its challenges.
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FHHEATITNG, EHOJFLIGs A ATA LT\ 5, JFLIGs®D [HASL L &
X, HRAOBEEZMWTIEZ% <, HARMNI I Z2EMPIRMSORMIC X o TF
HENBABIIC > TVAEWI ZETHY, T, VIV —TEHEEER L
TW BT, A4 NCE2ZERFHITVREERER - NGB BT % 5H
W Z T TV II DL LARE RIZEFEF LWk L bEz o b, &
DERT, HAOFFEIH CEBREFICLD) S MITERL T V-T2
FER - HE T AEE EOX ) v MAVNS o TWwhL EEZ LN,

HTN—TH, BTA NS R HBICHEL CREE Lo hsiz e
77 YR FIIREL BIUE, AR T = FHEEN B L filitg 5 S &
WL727 7 Y ORMOBENE WAL LD WHEEIEH L, ZNTH, 77 V1
EoTlE, TV —TA YA MTHLU L, MRHEISNZ, &7 NV—TD
MAMEEHE L [2 MEE] 2fio T bntEZ LN, TORT, 7
gy b 747847 VRO E ) BamtEHEIIC, JFLIGsA EET 5 2
ElE v,

L
L

V JFLIGSDE#D T 7 > B OHK T Ret & 3RE

DED#EZL, ¥4 DOJFLIGsO Y v v vk L COFRBEWREEEY D & &,
L, V= TEOBITIE %R CKIFLIGD 7 7 Y EBOHEINTH 5 2 L b
TRIET B, 2024 SELIREIE, JFLIGSOF sk MRk - GBI RIEOB X % B A5
&, TV —TEDEIME L 2D ok, 5T, 77 Y BB
BNZHINS WA S 5o JFLIGSIZE o TiE, iy Vv— 7L 0% LD
O, FTIEHBEEE/7 7 Y EOMIMCERE LT, HAKXT A FvIicH
BREFO AR L LT, 7V THTERFE T 5 &) BEgSEE L %
%o
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T, JFLIGSICHLIR Z RS 2L, 4, oy 272
B THIICHL, HEMNRREBLE, WMNZHEGERD 2 21251 T
2L T,

NEENEREL

SR 10 FEMEE L 2 AR Y, JFLIGSO TR ZEOM U0 F - AR R
g LB EEN R TR 5 ICH 2. £3, N2 37 DOJFLIGSD A X
Y INDEL AR R LTWAEZ EE, AR E RN AR R
L2009 URHEE N Lo TBLTY, T/, F o Fugkhx, 13L&
A EDJFLIGSIZ BT, Wfiins A3 %2 TH 201984 52 53 300
W= DEETHh, ZNIE, JFLIGs& ) T MEEAE L EZIZ %> T
Wb I EERERL (EEMEDTE), ¥ A RBEORE (T4bb, ¥ 4H
ROSEHiEo FA) 122 TJFLIGsO FE itk O T %5 O EAE S h
LI ERERT B, ¥4 D— AN470) % HGDPIE, 2019 40 236,139 /¥ —
U, 2024 4E121 264,661 N—Y Lo TH Y, BN 12.08% TH
5 (SEZMET2.31%) 0 52, 20T OEED % o7z 2023 4F & 2024
FEOHINFRIE, ZN2EN, 3.04%, 3.24% TH Y, ¥ 1 OJFLIGs¥E R a1k
ELT, SRERABEORERRAATIVEV) ZEIZR D, TNHIIH
HIETH L5, ZOMOEE, EERFRERLD B (2019~24 £0
I O FEARRF W EFIE0.47%, 2023 4F & 2024 SE 13 T EN2.0% &
2.5%)0o

FRE VD) [HEE] PFROBREN O S L 18HT & %, Shapiro (2025)
3, HROTEEFII20234F128.7% KEL, T/, HEEEEREIT
BEICHUESER L) &< 2o T b Lk, i, £ORE2TEMEICE 2
b5, LOET, FEIGREEN L L TEMICZITIED 5N Tnint

11) Shapiro, S. (2025). “If music be the source of growth, play on.” OECD Cogito
Blog. 20254F 1 H 23 HfJ. https://oecdcogito.blog/2025/01/23/if-music-be-the-
source-of-growth-play-on/



88 BeIl“ A BE oA ke stk 6T 8% 25
B, BELZVARTEOATPB O LI I TwE I %, RKITHHT
%o JFLIGSHRAL L T2 b Did, b BEAAETETH Y, FRISEFEND &
LTHENEZFD, TNEEBRIPERISHK DI T Z ETEng, £
N721F, JFLIGS RS DIE LD e L %2 %

NyazIZBT A [ A HpERE] ofmd, HENZREL %25 2
Lo WHFFHEE, I3 2 BRI EWIIR—EEEZ LN TV
W, FOH L, BRI S LR B ARSI gE S (2012) A
[T A34E 15, 000~35,000 RV olkiio | &gy 5 _LAh BT isE
F T REE LA, A GRERBEBEAL, ER ZBELLEO
- ALM AN, ARCEY - LWORIKRIRIZL Dy — %241 T
FHOHEN~L] ThHHEEND (p.8)o /N 37 TIXJFLIGSHI B 138 %
DVLI v —THEN—HKIZHEDEMEN TR WEETH S G LRk
FEEL L THMEMNTONG) &, HABBAI/NEVIEIET 7 LA LRT
W2k, O28006, o EMREENCDORRRE M AR FNCHEES
52 L2, Ny OJFLIGSICH T BN FEOMM N 2@ E D %
HETED, 22T, ¥4 Retta@kiEmAl (HSES) @ 2023 4E45 @
Ny Az O#ERE (35 HWT, I (2012) OTFEICMHN, N
37 OWRF AR SN Lz, 2B, B4R iEf i EmEicsl L

729

12) Fep g Ensifse s (2012) [ i REAESERE~7 ¥ 7 2l & L2258
EE & DITRET 2 HAR~] RFEEE, PR 2447,

13) e (2012) [7 2 7 MR OILR 115 [HEOREORE]] (&
W) BOWseR st INIRAE 79730 —X] 35

14) ISl s RREEEMEE L CGERT AI1CH 72D, 5 3KOMFIETIE, A
BHEOX G E 2 bHEHEE, TOXRDHETORBEE L »PELNLR W
O, WFOFFEIZL Y 7= Ol 21T o720
(1) %3 RICEBRINZOTNOFEA LIS 2V Ep T (pld 045 999
FTOE) OXFE%E, FOLET 2 000 EE DR WG EIET 5 &
RELTCEYHL, 100 MEDT—% 2155, B, RBEEEMEIIELEZE5
(p=0 DEEIFRETE) LRET 5o
(2) 201,000 DT —% %, FEBEEMBOMS RGN RV 7 vy T
T AEasyFit# VT, SHEOEB O 128D < BB EEHISNS Tido, 4
BB DOV e k55 o #1535,
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%5 33 1 N as oI O SR AT HER (2023 4F)

i A & 505
1~2 3~4 5~7 8Lt
(2z27) | (100%) | (64.5%) | (27.3%) | (8.1%) | (0.1%)

| 2fk

(HHFSEE (R%R)) HFPTSREE ICB ¥ 5 HHHO LML)

—

1,500 /N —YRiw| 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
1,500~3,000 /N =Y | 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
3,000~5,000 /N—=Y | 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

5,000~10,000 /N\—Y | 2.8% 4.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%
10,000~15,000 /N =" | 12.9% 18.8% 2.6% 0.3% 0.0%
15,000~30, 000 /N = | 36.2% 45.2% 23.2% 8.3% 0.0%
30, 000~50, 000 /N ="V | 25.7% 20.9% 35.8% 30. 1% 29.2%

50, 000~100, 000 /N =Y/ | 17.8% 9.3% 29.5% 46. 4% 44.1%
100,000 /N—=V LRI E| 4.5% 1.4% 8.7% 15.0% 26.7%

(W) # 1 E % #5581 ™ “Household Socio-Economic Survey 2023" XOEEH/ER

A543 A B 2500 3 i 5 % FH O 72 A7 T BT T A5 0 R L2 [ 9 2 dE R 2R
3HEARDOEBY TH D, 4B, B SN/ 2023 EOFH RS A B D FEAR

B % 5 5 RITHR TR L7z,

(3) RL(2) THRE L 72 BUEH 1 o % L (F (o) & 95) &, %3
RIZEAMEIN T = P OEESN LGP ORELSDPVEET 5720, Fi (/)
DK% MR L 22, HSESO % 154 (0, 1,500, 3,000, 5,000, 10,000,
15,000, 30,000, 50,000, 100,000 /%—>) TH 3ELBOREHEEDMEE &5
&9, TROLI) RBELIT (Bohd F @) 280 Fs &9 285, =
HUTHIS T B Hp T mz2H5 ) s §2bb, &3 RI/BMOLH (2,

p) L (20=0, 21=1,500, 22=3,000, -, xs=100,000), pi <p<piri
CH % pISKT BFTE £ 1, LT OREMHTHEL LTSRN,
T=xi+(F1p)—F '(p:))- Ziv1 = Xi

F ' (pic1)=F 1 (pi)

(4) 72720, ZoFFETlE, kdoeBY), & (v, pi) sTHABEED [
Ll okehnizd, Bt (3) TERDAL000HEDOTFT—5 % H\, HE 2
FERERBERET 5, 22T, #FHIHV72EasyFits 2 it 5 5 & To Bk
FEBEOHY B, GHOFEIRG~OLTIEE Y OB & %15 § % Kolmogorov-
SmirnovifFERE DK /NE L, 2o, FHAOEABEHMOLTIZE ) DR S &M
9 % Anderson-Darlingf® 72 C & Ji AR L ASBEEN S N 2 BB R %, 2023 4F
DN 37 ORI O WA TR AR L L7z,

(6) FRtodEsta, atkay, 1~2 Ay, 3~4 Adkay, 5~7 A2 L T
AT TAERNE 4T E L D,
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55 4 22 AT AR A BB NS A B E R 72 dF kD N a s o A TS

R
B ST | 1~2 A& | 3~4 AT | 5~7 AER
HEH T (100.0%) | (64.5%) | (27.3%) | (8.1%)
2023 £ 22.05% | 13.55% | 41.36% | 58.95%
2028 £ 27.11% | 18.94% | 47.92% | 59.72%
J':%:F';ﬁ (5 FR/I%E) | +5.06% | +5.39% | +6.55% | +0.77%
RIS

W  20BE 32.45% | 25.44% | 52.59% | 56.61%
(5ERIE) | +5.34% | +6.49% | +4.68% | —3.11%
(10 A1) | +10.40% | +11.88% | +11.23% | —2.31%

() AL —NZ, 7 A h IR R RN XD 2023 SE DD N— - KR VB O I —
A7z,
(CEIDE =25/

855 3 1 2023 SEDO N AT DRSS HOHEEHRE R (B%)

HEHER HEHERRRS (KIV/F)

Eoxi HEE T | RE | R

1-2 AT | Pearson 5 |e=4.4406, 3=38089. 0, y=—1242.6 9,828 | 5,758 | 8,021
3-4 A7 | Pearson 6 |@1=168.91, @2=4. 6589, =443. 39, y=-2471.6| 17,998 | 10, 685 | 14, 790
5-7 At | Inv.Gaussian |4 =106890, £=24740, y=—1705. 6 23,035 15,894 | 20, 504
2t Pearson 6 |@1=36. 705, @2=2. 6506, 8=627. 17, y=0 13,946 | 6,134 | 9,807

(VE) A SCHIE 16 O3ERTTIE (4) DEasyFitlc L AR 4L T, EasyFiths 2 it 5 54Tk
Wl BFE % 1 B B b, Kolmogorov-Smirnovii 7 & A3 e b /N &<, 7> 2 Anderson-
DarlingM 7212 B\ CH IR ARG (HE 32 3 A BSOS O TR IR A L %) HIBERN S I e o3 A
%, BT 7 —T DR RAT BEE L 72,

(AT EE i ato

7 AREED R, FFE 3% ORBERELY 5 FfllL &, oy —74 >

v MEEEZ 2SS 5 2 EATE B HA R BT E oty i ER
5.06% KA > b ERL, 10450 2033 41213 10.40% KA > b ERT 5,
Wiz BARHPTRREAS, TN E T T a2 o 72JFLIGSD 7 4 7 % #l
BL7 ECTHRILAIRFICH ML, 4% b 202 K& MEETEk &+
DLWV ETHY, TNERY AL Z L AT ENULIFLIGSH LR #E 35
BO—2\2%oTWwWITAZ L 2EKRT 5. ¥4 DYe, JFLIGSD 7 1 7%
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EIREDSH 2D OO0, HROFFIEIEIT « F OB EEL3 2 L 13T
BECTH B
F72, BAROBEREMEINIR T L &, EH TSR OM U S
FETRORE DT 1~2 AMEFFTH D, FE12 2030 FARFEII2 T T
BIAE LW &b b, 72721, 2020 SEAMHFIC T T, 3~4 A
WIZBWT L MITSEEILEREO EAEIROKREL LoTWDE, 2Ih5
Ez2bE, ADJFLIGsE LT, 2020 4FAREFITH T T 3~4 At
DOIRFEHME AR Y, KEBIZ 2030 4EARIZ AT T 1~2 AHERY L) O IR 58 kg 12
HLEBLTWS LD, SROBRIZEINVOLPNR T RDLEFTR %,

(2) FReE

5 4 DJFLIGSD 4 H DSBS 2 Fakod v 1) F oEHI1x, #HED
WS OPHFET S, TTL-T, #A412BWT, JFLIGSD REAIE D,
KTN—=T DT 7 v OBEALRET 2 DIEIARTREDS, & 4 TIRIEBOEHR
k& 2484 - BinlZFacebook & W5 Z & A3% v, L7255 T, 2024 K
i CAEfE L TV % 45 7 )V — 7 DFacebook X — ¥ 72 5, 20254 6 H 21 H
B TO7 407 —EHFHN, BRVEIICHEIL-b 00, HEIRTHS
(TOJ EIAJFLIGs, [ x| FIAIEJFLIGS Td )0 ik ARG HEH L 72 i
&, WEEHEARINEENZT 70T —KiZE Ve EZLNDL LTS,
TOREERE L BT 2LE RS 2720 ThH Db, B, 7+07 50
3THAULED 7 Vv—7 (WFILb JEJFLIGs) 1F, B & OBl H/E~A S
BUE L 7o KSR, WRERMEINE T TREZ RV OO, JFLIGSD 7 + O
7 —%0%, FEJFLIGsD 7 #+ 07— L ) H T wEHmAH S (O] EFlo
139 BEEIRNE ZAIINE L TW5) 2 e TR,
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72720, TOJ & [x] HOMEICZ T EHEREDN Vv E V) 2k
9 ebb, BHEOR L, JFLIGSIZRS S, ¥4 07 —7 1 A b
ERICBITLHRELZLE LT R 5. HIRTIE, JFLIGO X /N> T 4 TIZIE
JFLIGsH S 5 2 L3 CTh Y, MET7 7 @b WG rnTnb
I RZIToNZD, BITBHET BN A X2~ oFERfRER &%
HBLET, P EbRITOT7 7 T L8HMEE EIFTwZ EiE, By
ORI D1EH )0 bBAHA, RO AT 1 TR HEL T
e bHEEL LD,

Lte s =4y b ETHMFEEIZOWTIE, JFLIGSO % /N v A N b id
av ¥y TE—VORBAR—ATITbIE I EHE L, HBKBHD 3~
4 N (20%IE77I)—EThrHEZEZONE) OHICHES &
) BEBITTITbN T Wb, L, &7 V=71, A4 72RTL59 727
TRRAILE 25T, FRETOEHVELRRABRICZ>TWwD, ZD7
W, T4 TERTHEERF > TN 77 3 @5, BRI 2 B DRI
2322 CHFME DI 5 £ TR TSNS &) AT AR ELE 2 b,
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LB ET] LB RTwE, DF Y, HER 2 Mo LA h TS E
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FOZLDPEREL LD, LT, 29 LAEKBLTRYSEL7-0120
JFLIGsz &0 /=a 7>y [+ 5 71 18555 A a0 EEfat o
BOELEEIETWCHH O EE L 25, ZHULJFLIGs % B2 T, BI# 3
LEHMKEILCESAAT, HHEFELTVWIRELOTHLLELER
57,

VI #EFE
ARETIE, BHRETORBIED Y 225D, ¥ 4 TOJFLIGSD HDOHEFE

15) B SHFEEIEE L W= N— - BV A - F T4 (202145 A
Toa—AREREIR) ToRFE (https//hboljp/133772/) 73, FHIKIE, H
1EIXJFLIGs D EE & D—>THHA Lot Of ToneDHEHITELE (COO)
‘(‘\&Z)O

16) #2112, 4 @ 15 mAii AL, 2008 4E 25512 20% &8 ) A&, 2023 4F
e ClE 15.09% THh Do

17) WY HMERE B LRAFEICOWTE, Afaodh) @HEB2 5 825, HIfEIC
?hf:ll}o
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The Number of Japanese-Style Female Live Idol Groups

in Bangkok and a Potential of Its Future Increase

EGAWA Akio

In Bangkok, the number of Thai-run Japanese-style female live idol
groups (“JFLIGs” hereafter) has been increasing since 2018, and there is a
possibility that the potential demand for JFLIGs will continue to increase in
the future. However, there are no concrete figures publicly available on the
current number of JFLIGs in Bangkok or the trends in their formation and
disbandment over time.

This paper aims to grasp, utilizing limited information available from a
website, the number of JFLIGs each year and to provide an overview of
the changes over time, thereby considering the current development status
of JFLIGs as a genre. The findings include that, as of the end of 2024, there
were 40 JFLIGs in Bangkok, accounting for 47.6% of all female groups. In
addition, each year, groups equivalent to one-quarter of the total number of
groups are newly formed and disbanded, and it was also possible to
imagine that the quality is improving amid such active metabolism. On the
other hand, the number of JFLIGs peaked in 2021, and the number of
groups then decreased through 2024, which suggests that the phase of the
rapid increase in the number of JFLIGs has been over.

Based on this premise, the paper discusses the future growth potential
and constraints of JFLIGs from the perspectives of economics and business
management. As a result, the number of fans of each JFLIGS may increase
due to factors such as the fact that the number of JFLIGs is not increasing
while the real price of services is declining, the growth potential of the
music industry, and the expansion of the upper middle-income class in
Bangkok. On the other hand, there are factors that hinder this potential,
such as the low recognition of JFLIGs and the stereotypes held by Thai
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people about otaku hobbies. These are not issues that JFLIGs should
address individually, but rather issues that need to be addressed by JFLIGs
as a whole, and by Thai female live groups as a whole.

Keywords : Japanese-style female live idol groups, Bangkok,
Upper-middle income stratum, music industry,
creative industry.
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