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On the High-school Textbook of History

TAKEUCHI Masumi

For a long time, I have been in charge of teaching ‘History of Sociology’
and ‘Special Lectures on Sociology (Fukuzawa Yukichi and Natsume
Souseki)’ at Momoyama Gakuin University. The former requires
knowledge of Western history, while the latter requires of Japanese
history. However, many of the students who took these classes commented
that the terms was difficult and that they had never heard of the technical
terminology before. However, there are subjects on ‘World history
‘Japanese history’ and ‘general history’ in the high school curriculum.
Despite this, I have long wondered why my subjects are so difficult for
students.

When I examined the history textbooks used in high schools, I found that
the 1956 edition of ‘Japanese history’ by Ienaga Saburou included logical
explanations of ‘capitalism’, ‘imperialism’ and ‘Japanese imperialism’,
whereas the three history textbooks published by Yamakawa Shuppansha
all omitted these explanations.

In addition, because of the 2007 parliamentary response by Prime
Minister Abe and the cabinet decision under the Suga Cabinet in 2021 to
ban the use of the terms ‘military comfort women” and ‘forced relocation’,
the 6.4 million junior high and high school students today not only do not
know these terms, but also do not know the basic concepts behind them.

As high school textbooks provide the basis for university education, they
must be sufficiently logical. However, as textbook censorship is in effect a
form of ideological control, it not only deprives authors of their freedom of
thought and publishers of their freedom of expression, but also renders the

language structure of the Japanese people meaningless and illogical.
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China and South Korea in East Asia have consistently criticised Japanese
imperialism. The key words are ‘military comfort women and ‘forced
labour’. However, Japanese textbooks not only fail to provide these key
words, but also fail to provide the possibility of language.

I was born in 1954, so I was two years old when Ienaga’'s history
textbook were rejected. And during my own middle and high school years,
I was taught a very lisping and inadequate view of history in my
textbooks. From the 1960s to the present day, liberal intellectuals have
been excluded from writing textbooks, and logic has disappeared from the
textbook of history.

This had a very negative impact on me when I became a university
lecturer and started teaching my subjects. There is a need for close
cooperation between high school and university education. However, even
when I carefully teach basic concepts such as ‘capitalism’, ‘imperialism’ and
‘Japanese imperialism’ in my subjects, most of the students either hear
these terms for the first time or think they are difficult terms they have
never heard of before.

In this way, the language structure of the Japanese people’s self-identity
will become emptied. In the next 10 or 20 years, Japanese will be created
that has stripped away the basic concepts from the three-tiered language
structure that is made up of kanji, hiragana and katakana. Textbook
censorship is not only a violation of freedom of expression and academic
freedom, but also a language control that will ultimately make the Japanese

people’s imagination impossible.
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Rhetoric as a Condition for Exercising Parresia Through

Socrates’ Rhetoric in Plato’'s Apology, Crito, and Pheado

MIYAWAKI Kaori

This essay describes the importance of the “relationship with the self” to
the communication field, with a focus on Michel Foucault's concept of
parresia (noppnoia). According to Foucault, parresia is the contract with
oneself that arises when one has the courage to speak the truth, even
when the spoken truth puts one’s life at risk. In other words, parresia is
the courage to declare “I am indeed the very person who says that.”
Foucault describes parresia as the opposite of rhetoric, by which he means
sophistry. This essay defines rhetoric as the power of symbols, a power
that selects and deflects one's perception and leads to certain actions, and
argues that rhetoric is not disconnected from parresia. Rather, rhetoric
creates the condition for exercising parresia.

Based on that understanding of parresia and rhetoric, this essay analyzes
Socrates’ rhetoric of gods, the laws, and the government found in Plato’s
Apology, Crito, and Pheado. It argues that rhetoric of Socrates parallels
the laws and the government, and it demonstrates that only the laws are
given by Greek gods, and the government is merely a contract among
citizens. Here, whether or not one is speaking truth or not is judged not by
self or audience but by the third party, the laws created by the gods.
Furthermore, understanding the supremacy of the laws over the
government creates the condition in which parresia arises. This analysis
demonstrates that parresia is not the opposite of rhetoric but is instead

bound to rhetoric.

Keywords : parresia, Michel Foucault, rhetoric, Socrates, Plato
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